An Agreement

Between……… …………………………………


Who is the Occupier/Land Owner of the land known as

…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………

and  

Whose hobby is metal detecting, is a member of ‘Redditch Historical Detection Society’ and whose contact information is:

It is agreed that all finds made by the above named during searches on the above named land will be shared equally with the occupier/owner named above.

It is further agreed that the proceeds of any sale of finds, or payment of any Treasure Act  rewards will also be shared equally between the named parties.

This agreement to be in force from………….. 

until…………….., 

at which time the fieldwalkers / detectorists must make a fresh request for search permission and the continuation of this agreement .

(Detectorist / Field Walker)

Signed …...…………………………………………… date …………….

(Land Owner / Occupier)

Signed …...…………………………………………… date …………….

· A copy of this Agreement to be made and retained by the fieldwalkers / detectorists and to be produced upon request by any person connected with the site

TREASURE ACT 1996 

1 Meaning of “treasure” 

(1) Treasure is— 

(a) any object at least 300 years old when found which— 

(i) is not a coin but has metallic content of which at least 10 per cent by weight is precious metal; 

(ii) when found, is one of at least two coins in the same find which are at least 300 years old at that time and have that percentage of precious metal; or 

(iii) when found, is one of at least ten coins in the same find which are at least 300 years old at that time; 

(b) any object at least 200 years old when found which belongs to a class designated under section 2(1); 

(c) any object which would have been treasure trove if found before the commencement of section 4; 

(d) any object which, when found, is part of the same find as— 

(i) an object within paragraph (a), (b) or (c) found at the same time or earlier; or 

(ii) an object found earlier which would be within paragraph (a) or (b) if it had been found at the same time. 

(2) Treasure does not include objects which are— 

(a) unworked natural objects, or 

(b) minerals as extracted from a natural deposit, 

or which belong to a class designated under section 2(2).

Duty of finder to notify coroner 

(1) A person who finds an object which he believes or has reasonable grounds for believing is treasure must notify the coroner for the district in which the object was found before the end of the notice period. 

(2) The notice period is fourteen days beginning with— 

(a) the day after the find; or 

(b) if later, the day on which the finder first believes or has reason to believe the object is treasure. 

(3) Any person who fails to comply with subsection (1) is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to— 

(a) imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months; 

(b) a fine of an amount not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale; or 

(c) both. 

(4) In proceedings for an offence under this section, it is a defence for the defendant to show that he had, and has continued to have, a reasonable excuse for failing to notify the coroner. 

(5) If the office of coroner for a district is vacant, the person acting as coroner for that district is the coroner for the purposes of subsection (1).
	Metal Detecting Code of Conduct

	

	1.
	Never trespass. Seek permission from the landowner before detecting on any land.

	2.
	Follow the Country Code. Shut all gates behind you, do not damage crops and do not scare any animals. 

	3.
	After digging your holes, don't leave a mess or any unstable ground whether in a ploughed field, pasture, park or on the beach. It is quite easy to extract the item you have located, refill the hole and firm the ground afterwards.

	4.
	If you locate live ammunition, bombs, mines or chemicals, do not carry on digging, leave the item where it is, mark the spot carefully so It can be found later and inform the Police and the landowner.

	5.
	Care for the environment, keep Britain tidy, never leave junk on your sites.

	6.
	Report all historical and unusual finds to the landowner.

	7.
	It is illegal to metal detect on protected areas such as "Scheduled Sites" or "Ministry of Defence property" without the appropriate license or permission.

	8.
	Learn the definition of "Treasure", make sure you understand your responsibilities. Read the Treasure Act 1996. 

	9.
	Make and sign a written agreement with the landowner about sharing finds, this will help to avoid any misunderstandings later on.

	10.
	Never miss the opportunity to discuss and promote the hobby to anyone that may be interested.

	11.
	Go out and enjoy yourself.

	
	


